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Decisions Plan: This item is not required to be included in the 

Decisions Plan.  

 
Wards impacted:  All wards 

 
Recommendation: It is recommended that: 
     

1. The Committee notes that the work in respect 
of the audit opinion on the financial statements 
of West Suffolk Council for 2021 to 2022 is 

complete. A current draft, issuing an 
unqualified audit opinion, is set out in the Audit 

Results Report - Appendix A 
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2. The Committee notes that the auditor has no 
matters to report on the council’s arrangements 

to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness 
in our use of resources (Appendix A). 
 

3. Notes that the Chief Financial Officer, in 

consultation with the Chair of the Performance 
and Audit Scrutiny Committee, have delegation 
to conclude the signing of the 2021 to 2022 

accounts. 
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1. Context to this report 
 

1.1 Ernst and Young (EY), the council’s appointed external auditor, are 

formally required to report the results of their audit of the 2021 to 2022 
financial statements of West Suffolk Council, to those charged with 
governance. This committee is charged with governance in accordance 

with powers delegated to it under the council’s constitution.  
 

1.2 EY are also required to report on the results of the work undertaken to 

assess the council’s arrangements to secure value for money (VFM) in the 
use of resources. 
 

1.3 An Audit Update Report was presented to this committee by EY on 30 

March 2023 which gave details of the progress of the audit and processes 
outstanding at that time - Link to 30 March 2023 PASC agenda.  
 

1.4 The audit is now completed with the exception of the audit partners final 

review and conclusion steps, and the results of both the audit of the 
financial statements and the VFM conclusion are contained in the Audit 

Results Report (Appendix A).  
 

1.5 The EY Partner will attend the meeting to present the report and give a 
substantive update. 

 

2. Proposals within this report 
 

2.1 In March 2021, new regulations - the Accounts and Audit (Amendment) 
Regulations 2021 - came into force. These announced a change to the 

publication date for final, audited accounts from 31 July to 30 September 
2021 for all relevant authorities. In light of ongoing local audit delays and 

capacity issues, the government subsequently introduced secondary 
legislation to extend the deadline to 30 November 2022 for the 2021 to 

2022 accounts. 
 

2.2 Due to external factors out of our control and the planned phased 
approach to delivering the 2021 to 2022 audits across Suffolk, the external 

audit of the draft accounts of West Suffolk did not begin until mid-February 
2023 and it was not possible, therefore, to complete the audit and publish 
the accounts by the end of November 2022 in line with the regulations. 

This situation is allowed for by Regulation 10, paragraph (2a) of the 
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015. 

 

2.3 The council’s unaudited 2021 to 2022 Statement of Accounts, signed by 
the Chief Financial Officer (Section 151 Officer) on 28 June 2022, has been 
updated to reflect any adjustments recommended by EY over this period as 

a result of their audit work. It should be noted by Members that these 

https://mgovint.westsuffolk.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=526&MId=5230&Ver=4
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adjustments do not affect the council’s overall financial position and are, in 
most cases, simply presentational changes. 

 

2.4 At the March 2023 Committee meeting, approval was given for the Chief 

Financial Officer, in consultation with the Chair of the Performance and 
Audit Scrutiny Committee, to have delegated authority to conclude the 

signing of the 2021 to 2022 accounts. At the time of writing, it is not 
anticipated that at this stage there will be any significant issues with the 
accounts provided for as a link here, but there are still a small number of 

audit procedures to be concluded. Should there be any unadjusted or 
material audit errors between now and the opinion date, the auditor will 

prepare an Addendum and agree this through the Chair of the Performance 
and Audit Committee. 

 

2.5 Where the auditors place reliance on management representations in 

respect of certain judgemental matters, completeness of information and 
other issues, they require these representations in the form of a signed 

and dated letter. A draft Letter of Representation was approved at the 
March meeting of the committee, and there have been no subsequent 
changes. 

 

3. Alternative options that have been considered 
 

3.1 The audit of the financial statements is governed by the Local Audit and 

Accountability Act 2014 and is conducted in accordance with International 
Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs (UK)) and applicable law. Therefore, 
there are no alternative options. 

 

4. Consultation and engagement undertaken 
 

4.1 This report and the appendices have been compiled by the Finance team in 

consultation with external audit. 

 

5. Risks associated with the proposals 
 

5.1 The reporting and approval of the annual accounts is a statutory function. 

The accounts are examined and certified by independent auditors, 
therefore there are no risks associated with the proposals. 

 

6. Implications arising from the proposals 
 

6.1 All implications arising from the proposals are covered within the report 
and its associated appendices.  

 
 

West%20Suffolk%202021-2022%20Statement%20of%20Accounts.pdf
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7. Appendices referenced in this report 
 

7.1 Appendix A – West Suffolk Council Audit Results Report Year ended 31 

March 2022 

 

8. Background documents associated with this 

report 
 

8.1 Ernst and Young 2021 to 2022 Audit Progress Report (PAS.WS.23.004) 

Link to 30 March 2023 PASC agenda. 
 

 

 
 

https://mgovint.westsuffolk.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=526&MId=5230&Ver=4

